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REALLY 
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HIM. 
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A young Priestess joins her first adventuring party, 
but blind to the dangers, they almost immediately 
find themselves in trouble. It's Goblin Slayer who 
comes to their rescue—a man who has dedicated 
his life to the extermination of all goblins by any 
means necessary. A dangerous, dirty, and thankless 
job, Биг he does it better than anyone. And when 
rumors of his feats begin to circulate, there's no 
telling who might come calling next... 
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“When the moons,” he said, pointing to the sky with one 
gloved hand, “get to there. Considering the season.” 

“And then I can sleep through till morning, right?” 

“You can do whatever you like,” Goblin Slayer said with a 
long breath. “That’s the idea, isn’t it?” 

“That’s right,” High Elf Archer said easily and laughed. 

Then the adventurer called Goblin Slayer fell silent, the 
chin of his helmet drifting down. 

Maybe he’d fallen asleep. The elf girl gave a small 

“hmph” and adjusted how she was sitting, taking out her 
bow. She loosened the string, restringing it with spider’s 
silk as she looked up at the sky, where the moons and stars 
moved together. 

It must be more difficult work than any other, causing the 
heavens and the earth to turn. Of course, it would take time. 

“Well, І can wait,” High Elf Archer said lightly. She relaxed 
and let the feeling of the night seep into her limbs. 

The animals were singing, the wind was speaking, the 
moons were in harmony—and her traveling companions, too. 
She enjoyed even the sound of their breathing. This was the 
elvish way of life that she’d found for herself. 


in the air. “Everything gets to live once and die once. Maybe 
its life is a little longer or a little shorter, but it’s the same 
for everything that exists.” 

“..Is that so?” 

“Yeah, it is,” High Elf Archer said. For no real reason, a 
note of triumph entered her voice, and she puffed out her 
small chest. “So it’s best to enjoy it, right?” 

“Best?” There was a slight cock of the helmet. 

“Uh-huh,” the elf said with a nod. She continued 
melodically, “Flowers bloom, fruit ripens, seeds grow, birds 
fly, and fish swim.” She narrowed her eyes with a chuckle 
and a placid smile. “If you can just enjoy that, I’d say your 
life is pretty happy.” 

“1 never thought of it that way.” 

“Yeah, well, humans can only see what’s right in 
front of them.” 

She glanced quickly at the grimy helmet. In the reflected 
light from the fire it looked a gruesome reddish black. The 
face within must have some expression, but she couldn’t see it. 

But when he spoke, it was in a clipped tone, almost like 
an obstinate boy. “And then we move on to the next thing. 
Until, eventually, we’re finished.” 

“Gosh, I can barely keep my eyes open,” High Elf Archer 
said with a yawn like a cat. Her ears twitched lazily. 

“Thinking about stuff like this makes me tired... When should 
I wake you up?” 

Goblin Slayer looked up at the night sky. The light of the 
stars couldn’t eclipse the two moons, red and green, that 
shone among them. 


GOBEIN 
SLAWER 


I just don’t understand him. 

High Elf Archer pulled her legs to her chest and rested her 
chin on her knees, gazing in his direction. The metal helmet, 
which hadn’t moved, now turned and nodded ever so slightly 
in her direction. She smiled faintly. 

“Take, for example,” she said, pointing next to him, “that 
girl there.” 

“I don’t have anything in particular to say about her.” 

High Elf Archer giggled with a sound like a bell at the 
brusque answer. 

“уоште so devoted to her. I was just sort of wondering why 
her dear teacher takes such good care of her.” 

He thought for a moment, then replied briefly, “I have 
been taken care of by others, in the past. So I thought I should 
do the same in my turn.” 

“Huh,” High ЕЁ Archer offered. “I wonder if that’s just a 
human thing.” 

“What is?” 

“That sort of...desire to leave some proof that you 
were alive.” 

“І don’t know if that’s what it is.” The steel helmet moved 
slowly back and forth. High Elf Archer watched it with 
interest. “Do elves have no such desire?” 

“It's only natural for the flower to bloom and then spread 
its seeds, right?” Just at that moment, a spark jumped into 
the air, illuminating her face. Her long ears, which marked 
her as an elf, twitched easily. “Wilted flowers, fallen leaves 
make the world turn. Nothing that exists is meaningless or 
without value.” Vwip. Her pointer finger drew another circle 


every intention of showing him just how good an elf’s eye 
for motion was, but... 
“Then let me sleep.” 

Beside him, Priestess, wrapped ina blanket, was breathing 
in an easy rhythm. She had followed him around happily all 
day. She was like a little dog that thought it was an adventurer 
and would stick by its master. In sleep, everything about her 
relaxed, and her face appeared more innocent than her years. 

There was no mistaking that she was still a child. 

Human age just doesn’t make sense to me. 

With that thought in mind, High Elf Archer glanced at 
the ground. Lizard Priest and Dwarf Shaman were splayed 
out, sound asleep. High Elf Archer’s long ears twitched in 
annoyance at the dwarf’s gentle snoring. 

Well, I guess the only person in this party whose age is easy to 
guess is the most grown-up—namely, me. 

Having reached this conclusion, she spoke again. “Please?” 
she said in what sounded more than a little like a plea. “Being 
up all by myself is boring. Come on, just a little...” 

Goblin Slayer sat up wordlessly. He never took off his 
armor, even when he slept. High Elf Archer had grown 
tired of that habit—and there was something else that 
exasperated her, too. 

“How can you possibly get any rest like that?” she had asked 
him, to which he’d replied, “I loosen the fasteners.” 

Sure, great. Loosen the fasteners. And how did that help 
with getting any rest? 

But what really bothered her was that this man seemed 
to think he was getting rest. 


GOBEIN 
SLAWER 


Interlude: 
Of a Night Camp - by Kumo Kagyu 


“Hey, you awake? You are, aren’t you?” 

Pop, pop. Sparks crackled and danced weakly. In the sky 
were the stars and the two moons. In the spreading field 
was very little to distract from the view; the night was 
deep and vast. 

They had spent an entire day walking across that field, 
the second day now not quite over. 

High Elf Archer called out to the armored man near a tree, 
sword in hand. 

“Goblins?” Goblin Slayer said in а terribly quiet voice. 

“No!” 

“..Weren’t we going to take the watch іп shifts?” The 
words seemed to come from a hollow suit of armor. There 
wasn’t the slightest motion, and High Elf Archer squeaked. 

But fearlessness was, in her own estimation, one of her 
strong points. She swallowed with a gulp. 

“L-let’s talk.” 

To this Goblin Slayer responded coldly, “The spell casters 
must rest. Thus, the warrior and ranger will take turns on 
guard. I believe that’s what we decided.” 

“І know that.” High Elf Archer drew a circle in the air with 
her finger, unsure what to say. 

The plan had been for her to take the earlier shift, him 
the later. She had been ready to play rock-paper-scissors 
for it if it came to that, but he’d agreed readily. She’d had 


„„НЕ EATS 


ARMIES FOR 
BREAKFAST, 
FLIES THROUGH 
THE SKY, AND 


SHOOTS FIRE 
FROM HIS ASS! 


STRANGELY GUILTY SHE’S USED TO IT 
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